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SUBJECT: SOVIET TU-114 FLIGHTS THROUGH RABAT 

1 . SOVIET TU-114 AIRCRAFT HAVE BEEN REFUELING AT RABAT 
SINCE JULY 1973 ON WHAT ARE BELIEVED TO BE LOGISTICAL 
SUPPORT MISSIONS FOR TU-95 (BEAR) NAVAL RECONNAISSANCE 
FLIGHTS OUT OF CUBA AGAINST US AND OTHER NAVAL ACTIVITY IN 
THE ATLANTIC. SINCE MARCH 1974 THERE HAVE BEEN 19 SUCH 
FLIGHTS. ALL UNDER AEROFLOT COVER SO ARE PROBABLY UNNOTICED 
IN THE FLOW OF SOVIET COMMERCIAL AIR TRAFFIC TO AND THROUGH 
RABAT. CIA, DIA AND WE DOUBT THE MOROCCAN GOVERNMENT IS 
AWARE OF THE NATURE OF THESE FLIGHTS. EVEN IF WE TOLD THEM, 
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ON SOVIET IMPORTS OF THEIR CITRUS CROP, ON SOVIET SUPPLY 
OF MILITARY EQUIPMENT AND SPARE PARTS AND ON CONTINUING 
GOOD RELATIONS WITH THE USSR AND CUBA. 

2. IN VIEW OF CLOSE AND FRIENDLY RELATIONS BETWEEN USG 
AND GOM, WE DEEM IT ADVISABLE TO INFORM MOROCCANS ORALLY, 
DISCREETLY AND AT VERY SENIOR LEVEL THAT THEIR FACILITIES 
ARE BEING UTILIZED BY MOSCOW TO SUPPORT SOVIET MILITARY 
SURVEILLANCE DIRECTED AGAINST THE EAST COAST OF THE UNITED 
STATES. WITH PROSPECTIVE DENIAL TO SOVIETS OF CONAKRY 

ROUTING (CONAKRY 1538 NOTAL), DENIAL OF RABAT WOULD OBLIGE 
USSR TO SHIP SPARE PARTS AND ROUTE TRAVEL OF RUSSIAN NAVY 
TO AND FROM CUBA ON REGULAR COMMERCIAL FLIGHTS, WHICH IS 
LESS CONVENIENT, LESS RELIABLE, LESS SECURE, AND PROBABLY 
MORE COSTLY. 

3. SUBJECT TO YOUR CONCURRENCE AND AT A TIME WHEN YOU 
THINK IT APPROPRIATE, YOU SHOULD INFORM GOM AT THE LEVEL 
YOU BELIEVE WOULD BE MOST EFFECTIVE HOW THESE SOVIET 
FLIGHTS WHICH REFUEL AND OVERNIGHT IN RABAT IMPINGE 
ADVERSELY ON IMPORTANT US SECURITY INTERESTS. WE DO NOT 
WANT TO MAKE AN ISSUE OF THIS WITH THE MOROCCANS AND YOU 
SHOULD NOT PROPOSE ANY ACTION ON THEIR PART. NEVERTHELESS, 
OF COURSE, IMPLICATION OF YOUR RAISING THE SUBJECT IS 

THAT WE WOULD BE PLEASED IF GOM WERE TO REEXAMINE THE 
SUPPORT IT IS PROVIDING SOVIET TU-1 14'S WITH A VIEW TO 
PUTTING A STOP TO THIS UNWITTING ASSISTANCE. RECOGNIZING 
THAT NO ACTION MAY OCCUR FOR SOME TIME, YOU SHOULD ALSO 
SUGGEST THAT WE WOULD WELCOME AN EXCHANGE OF INFORMATION 
ON A DISCREET BASIS REGARDING THESE FLIGHTS AS LONG AS 
THEY CONTINUE. HABIB 
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